Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Bay County
Board Minutes

Present members:
Cheryl Kellogg, President
Chris May, Vice President
Chris Dixon, Treasurer
Helen Johnson, Secretary
Janet Cross, At Large Member
Bob Nixon At Large Member
Guests: Fred Beauchemin and Sandi Dillenschneider

March 16, 2017

Agenda Item
Invocation
Call to order &
Spiritual Centering
Secretary’s Report

Presented By
Cheryl Kellogg
Cheryl Kellogg

Comment/Action
Lighting Chalice
Cheryl read the covenant affirmation, “Love is Our Greatest Purpose,” by Jay E. Abernathy, Jr.

Helen Johnson

Chris May motion to accept the February Minutes; Janet seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report

Cheryl Kellogg

Helen motion to accept the February Treasurer Report, Bob seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously. See attached report.

Fundraising
Stewardship Campaign
and Pledge Drive

No report available.
Chris Dixon

Chris handed out a draft proposed budget for fiscal year 2018. The pledge drive was discussed and a
meeting set up for the Pledge Committee to meet.
Cheryl offered to loan the congregation the money to replace the roof. This will help ease the stress of
raising the necessary funds before the roof will be replaced. The offer will be put before the
congregation for a vote at the Annual May meeting.
We also discussed how to better manage and make uniform Speaker fee payments. See attachment.
Janet motioned to change our speaker fee guidelines as outlined in the Example Suggested Speaker
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Fees. Chris Dixon seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously.
Leadership
Development
Committee

Fred
Beauchemin
Sandi
Dillenschneider

Sandi reported on the progress of development of the leadership training curriculum for the UUFBC.
She and Canova Henderson have been working on a schedule of classes that would culminate in a
certificate of accomplishment. This is a tool for preparing future leaders within the congregation,
especially for Board membership. See attached report.

Mountain Camp and
General Assembly

Cheryl

UUA Mountain Religious Education Week is July 9-14, 2017. The board discussed sending our
Religious Education Coordinator, Gienah Harris to this camp. Janet motioned that the UUFBC
underwrite the travel expenses for the RE Coordinator to attend the workshop from the
Training/Seminar fund line; Chris May seconded. Motion passed, Helen abstained.
General Assembly will be in New Orleans, June 21-25, 2017. There will be some money on the
Training/Seminar and Travel/Accommodation line in the budget to provide some support for members
who might want to attend. Bob Nixon expressed interest. Cheryl suggested this opportunity be
announced during Sunday service as well.

Sunday Programing
Worship Committee

Cheryl Kellogg

The meeting was well attended. Chris May will develop a long-range calendar of guest minister
speakers. There was some discussion about the UUFBC’s policy regarding payment to guest speakers.
The UUFBC policy is to not pay members who speak at Sunday Service. We have recently paid a
“UUFBC Friend” and the question was raised if that was allowable. Ken Sizemore will be consulted as
to role of Friends speaking and payment.

Religious Education
Building Dedication
Faith Development

Cheryl Kellogg

This may be deferred from March 5th to another day.

Chris May
Janet Cross

No report available.

Social Justice
Religious Education
Building & Grounds
New Business

Helen Johnson
Bob Nixon

Report attached.
Report attached.
No report available.
Helen raised concern over deleting Facebook messages that are not in agreement with UUFBC
principles. Cheryl assured the board that our Facebook page is fairly monitored by Nancy Schlagheck,
who manages the page and only postings of a most egregious kind will be deleted.
Bob mentioned that the Social Justice Committee is frustrated in getting their messages out digitally.
Helen asked that the content have the “who, what, where, when, and why” theme used in journalism.
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The SJ Committee must develop the content in ready print format and then submit it to
info@uuofbaycounty.com.
On behalf of the Social Justice Committee, Bob asked what the UUFBC position is on the newly
formed Bay County Indivisible (BCI) organization. The board recognizes the social justice position of
this organization and Chris May will look into UUA information about what kind of role we are
allowed to take. Currently we offer our facility for rental proposes to them.
The size of the BCI meetings may require that they look elsewhere for accommodations. The UUFBC
can accommodate 80 individuals inside. We discussed opening the meeting to the outside porch and
grounds, using outdoor speakers. The UUFBC does not have outdoor speakers (they are on the wish
list). If the BCI wants to enable a larger attendance using our outside area, they will need to provide
their own speakers at this time. Helen also brought up crowd safety issues.
Next Meeting
Meeting Adjourned
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•

•

•

The group is establishing small groups around issues including Women's
rights, Health Care and Social Security, Education, and Economic
Inequality.
They also formed an events group, led by Bob Gilmore and others. We all
noted that a large number of UUFBC members attended a rally held by
Bay Indivisible on Feb. 22 in front of Bay County Government Offices in
an attempt speak with Rep. Neal Dunn about voters concerns.
The next meeting of Bay Indivisible is set for March 21, 6:30 pm, at
Roberts Hall in Lynn Haven.

Jo and Bob Nixon briefly discussed the possibility of Offering Safe
Sanctuary/United We Dream to help displaced immigrants. We all agreed
that UUFBC does not have the resources needed to offer sanctuary to
vulnerable immigrants or others in need, but perhaps may be open to
partnering with larger a group. Any consideration of this will be by our Board.
In support of Racial Justice, Jo acknowledged the continuing support from
our UU members for the Glenwood PRIDE Project, as we finished sprucing up
and painting the 15th house, partnering with Americorp, on Feb. 28. Upcoming
painting days are TBD. She also noted that Judy Stapleton and Pat and
Ardella Moran are continuing to attend meetings of the LEAD coalition,
working to improve relations between the black communities and law
enforcement personnel.
Jo shared that several UU members and other faith leaders from the Interfaith
Harmony Council recently met in support of a conference call by Hiba Rahim to
Rep. Neal Dunn at the Islamic Center. On March 4, Pat, Ardella, Jo and perhaps
others plan to attend a potluck supper held at the Islamic Center on the first
Saturday evening of each month. [Update: attendees report being welcomed warmly
and invited to return and bring others.]
Jo shared a draft Social Justice Brochure that she is preparing. Bob Nixon asked
for it to be completed soon, and supported spending our SJ budget to get copies
printed.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40.
AMENDED minutes are distributed as a PDF on March 6, 2017, by Ruby Jo
Faust.

AMENDED Minutes of March 1, 2017, UUFBC Social Justice Meeting
Jo Shaffer called the UUFBC Social Justice meeting to order at 6:40 pm on
March 1, 2017. Others attending were Harriett Myers, Ruby Jo Faust, Sue
Carol Elvin, Bob Nixon, and Ardella and Pat Moran. Judy Stapleton, Bob
Gilmore, and Dennis Scott were absent. The following agenda items were
discussed and agreed upon in order.
Minutes of the Feb 1, 2017, meeting were approved as distributed in an
amended version on Feb. 7, 2017.
Jo Shaffer confirmed the upcoming University of Florida Food and Nutrition
program that we have scheduled for six sessions of BYILD classes for the older
teens, with five teens committed to attend. The schedule dates and volunteers
committed for providing food are as follows:
• February 9, F & N Class (bingo): Ardella and Pat and Bob Gilmore
• March 9, Class #1: Harriett and Sue Carol
• March 16, Class #2: Ardella and Pat and Jo
• March 23, Class #3: Bob Gilmore and Harriett
• March 30, Class #4: Ruby Jo (at alternate location due to garage sale)
• April 6, Class #5: Bob Gilmore (grocery shopping)
• April 13, Class #6: Sue Carol and Jo
The Escalating Equality Adult Ed Series will be March 8, 6:30 pm. Ruby Jo
committed to attend to support Chris May as needed.
Ruby Jo reported that the most recent delivery of Donations to the SOAR
Project for Homeless Teens was valued at $35.00, and that all donations
since the project began in June 2016 totals $665.00.
For Legislative Advocacy on Lobby days, March 20 & 21 in Tallahassee, Jo
reported that Bob Gilmore, Henry Lawrence, and Pat and Ardella Moran will
attend. Bob has made appointments for our delegation to meet with our State
Representative Jay Trumbull and our State Senator George Gainer.
Jo and Bob Nixon briefly discussed the possibility of asking our UUFBC Board to
write a letter to US Rep. Neal Dunn and state Sen. George Gainer asking
them to save the current level of funding for Americorp and the Peace Corp.
Harriett and others reported that about 80 people attended Bay Indivisible's
planning meeting at UUFBC on Feb. 21.

RE Progress Report 3/8/17
Kid’s RE:
!
The Preschool is slowly being introduced to other Spirit Play baskets (one or two
a season) they like having more room to spread out, and easier access to outside time.
!
The Elementary continues to enjoy the Spirit Play baskets and activities. I have
started giving them a guided project to keep them focused, but they are still able to
create that project in any way they choose.
!
Our Youth class has shrunk considerably. Many Sundays we only have one
Youth, or two if she brings a friend. This will change soon as we have 3 regular
attendees from the Elementary who will be Youth next year.
!
The lack of a large group has given Katie Vanderveen the opportunity to teach in
the Preschool (with an adult assistant) once a month, and she has jumped for the
opportunity. This gives her a chance to teach our UU stories and through teaching better
understand them. This will also give her a chance to have more ownership over her role
in the UU community. It is my hope that she will continue to grow in this respect.
Adult RE:
!
We continue to have low attendance for the Wednesday night class. If I do not
have at least 4 people at this month’s evening class I will be asking the President’s
support in canceling the Wednesday class and only offering the Sunday Coffee and
Questions.
Upcoming Items:
!
The Kid’s Summer Program will be changing this year. The Youth, Elementary,
and Preschool will be combining for the summer. This is partly to give our volunteers a
break, and it will lead into our Summer “Outside Over There” program. Each Sunday the
kids will have either a story or a lesson from a different culture that leads into the week’s
adventure.
!
“Outside Over There” will be this year’s Summer Camp. I continue to have
difficulty getting parents involved in any form of Summer Camp. Instead of a traditional
week long camp, we will be offering an adventure one day a week from June 18-August
15. These adventures will be local and will correspond with the theme from the
proceeding Sunday’s RE class. I think that with the current volunteer capacity, we can
accept up to 15 children into this year’s program. I am hoping to get a few more parents/
volunteers involved.
!
There was an idea to try a Go-Fund-Me page to help fund the trips, however the
volunteer who offered this can no longer do it. To cover the cost of entry fees, gas, and
snacks I am suggesting we charge at least $40.00 non-refundable fee per camper for
the Summer. I will need the registration packets and the camp fee (or an in-place fee
schedule) back by April 30. Please see the next page for the (current) planned camp
events and the estimated costs associated.

Submitted by Gienah Harris REC

RE Progress Report 3/8/17

Day

Adventure

Jun 20, 2017

St. Andrews Water Day ($32 for 4 cars)

Jun 27, 2017

To Be Determined

Jul 4, 2017

No Camp

Jul 11, 2017

Florida Caverns State Park ($168 for 21 people)

Jul 18, 2017

Conservation Park

Jul 25, 2017

Fire Department/Police Department

Aug 1, 2017

Kite Flying/Making and Drone Discussion (roughly
$20 in supplies)

Aug 8, 2017

E.O. Wilson Biophilia Center ($118 for 21 people)

Aug 15, 2017

Kayak Trip (Children 7 and up)

The estimated costs are for 15 children and 6 volunteers.
If we have 15 children sign up for camp we will have $600 in fees, $338 will go towards
the entry fees for various trips, I estimate that we will use at least $50 on snacks/
forgotten sunscreen. Any remaining funds will be divided up between the volunteers
who drove children during camp for gas money.

Submitted by Gienah Harris REC

Making It Happen

Now Is Our Time!

! We are carrying out Stewardship this
year through small group "Stewardship
parties," and all will be invited to one.

Now Is Our Time to be more generous,
more loving, within our home and
beyond

! The meetings will lead to deeper
engagement and greater understanding
of our needs and our possibilities.

! We hope you will attend a small group
Stewardship Party. You may hand in
your pledge card there, or give it to a
Stewardship Committee member or the
office soon afterwards.
! Thank you for your generosity!

! The average pledge is $2,400 per year.
Some of our congregants cannot
pledge that much, and some can
pledge that much and more. We urge
you to pledge whatever you can, to be
as generous as you can within your
means.
! Everything we do to expand the reach
of our gifts happens because we come
together as a community and pledge to
make it possible – you and I and every
one of us!

Last Year’s Pledges: Thank You!

$540,000 total pledged
÷ 225 pledges
= $2,400 average pledge

Now Is
Our Time!

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Princeton, 50 Cherry Hill Road
Princeton NJ 08540
(609)-924-1604
www.uuprinceton.org
stewardship@uuprinceton.org
Photographs by Carl Haag

2017-18
Stewardship
Campaign

Now Is Our Time!

The Common
Good of UUCP

The Greater Good
of the World

In these divisive and dangerous times,
you and I need our congregation more
than ever

All of us celebrate our shared
commitment to a strong faith
community

Our values and principles call for us to
be faithful servants to the TrentonPrinceton area and the wider world. Now
more than ever, we face these needs:

!
!
!
!

Severe cuts are threatened in the
social safety net.
Civil rights that once seemed assured
now could be under attack.
Vulnerable communities could be
assailed.
Our sense of common purpose and
decency seem weaker as a nation.

Now Is Our Time to come together in voices
and action for justice and compassion.

!
!

The capital improvements to our
congregational home will begin
shortly.
Our worship, music, Religious
Education, pastoral care, community
events, and ongoing maintenance of
our spiritual home will always need
our full support.

Our financial pledges need to cover 80%
of our operating budget.

Our UUCP Budget
Our congregational home
Worship & music
Religious learning
Social justice & the UUA
Fellowship & community
Admin & communications

Total Pledges (>80%)
Other Income

$670,000
26%
17%
13%
15%
9%
20%
100%

$540,000
$130,000

!
!

!

Continue support for the UU
Legislative Ministry of NJ and larger
Association of which we are a part
Grow our social justice funding by
fully supporting operations with
pledges, so that our weekly offerings
can go outside the congregation
We are a generous congregation, and
now is our time to increase
commitment to many Trenton Princeton social justice needs

We welcome every stranger, sharing the
love we have received from each other.

