
 
30 March 2014 

Dear Members, 

I would like to take this opportunity to review our mission statement 
and the activities that we are doing to support our commitment to it. 
As you know, our mission statement basically defines why we exist 
and our purpose. 

We adopted our mission statement several years ago......”  We are an 
accepting community, creating sanctuary, inspiring open inquiry, 
celebrating joy and wonder, and working for social justice.” 

So how are we doing? Let’s take a look. 

“We are accepting”  �Our fellowship has achieved “Welcoming 
Congregation” status with the UUA.  All are welcome and accepted 
here; we celebrate and honor diversity.  We are currently working with 
PFLAG to strengthen the anti-bullying policy for Bay Area schools. 
We will soon announce a workshop/playshop scheduled for the end 
of May that focuses on getting beyond discrimination.  We are the 
organizing co-sponsors for this event....stay tuned for more 
information. 

“We are an accepting community” �   After family, after friends, we have 



our “beloved community”.  We are far enough apart from each other 
that we can share with those who are not “in the middle of our lives”, 
but we are close enough that we care about each other and support 
each other. One sure sign that we have community is that from time to 
time we annoy each other!  We have small groups where people who 
have a common interest can explore a bit deeper and get to know 
each other better. We share First Sunday potluck lunches with each 
other and holiday meals for those who cannot be with their families. 
We help each other; we have the I-CARE program where members can 
ask for help and we have a list of people who have pro-offered 
assistance and we sponsor a support group for people who fight 
depression to share their journeys. 

”We are an accepting community, creating sanctuary” �  We have our 
weekly Sunday service where we sing hymns together, have moments 
of meditation, listen to Ron’s pre- and postludes and we have special 
music from time to time. We have a Congregational Covenant that 
defines behavior for when we do not agree with each other so that we 
can always be in “right relation”. 

  
“We are an accepting community, creating sanctuary, inspiring open 
inquiry” �  We have a variety of speakers, both from within the 
membership and from outside, who challenge our thinking and inspire 
us and, from time to time, we sponsor speakers for the wider 
community.  Since hiring our new Religious Education Coordinator, 
Tiffany Sapp, we have had classes on the Tao de Ching, on 
leadership and ethical eating, and we are about to start a 3-month 
series on “Ethics for UU’s”.  We are sponsoring a “cluster workshop” 
in May for the regional UU congregations that will strengthen our ties 
to the UUA. This summer we hope to offer a one-week children’s 



program. 

“We are an accepting community, creating sanctuary, inspiring open 
inquiry, celebrating joy and wonder” �  We play together on hikes, 
kayak trips and fundraising dinners and concerts. 

We communicate with each other via our e-News, our website and 
Facebook.  Please remember to sign up for the new e-News 
service....check the website for details.  And we share our joys and 
concerns every Sunday morning. 

“We are an accepting community, creating sanctuary, inspiring open 
inquiry, celebrating joy and wonder, and working for social justice.” 

Working together, our fellowship chose the BYILD project to unite 
our efforts in this area.  So far we have clocked more than 400 hours 
working with foster kids who will soon lose their government safety 
support system.  We are making a difference in these kids’ lives!  Early 
on, we helped them bake Christmas cookies for a fundraiser.  We 
sang Christmas carols and passed out gifts to residents at a local 
nursing home.  We have sponsored cooking classes and small 
business visits to Something’s’ Cooking and to Channel 13 TV station. 
Much more is planned. 

We are one of the few religious organizations who regularly march in 
the Martin Luther King parade.  We recently had success at the 
Legislative Days in Tallahassee along with other Panhandle UUs.  We 
have committed to achieving Green Sanctuary status with the UUA. 
Our application, along with an action plan, has been accepted.  We 
will educate the community and ourselves as we model the behavior to 
support a sustainable world.  We are offering recycling and we have 
returned to washing our plates at the First Sunday lunches. We have 



plans to help with a community garden and a youth education garden. 

I believe that we are successful in working towards our mission.  We 
have accomplished this with many volunteer hours and a treasure 
chest of talent.  But we cannot escape the fact that we also need the 
third “T”… which is treasure.  Our mortgage, insurance, speaking 
fees and utilities all require money.  And we now are paying two 
people for their services. 

Our current 5-Year Plan calls for hiring a part-time administrative 
assistant and some day expanding the music coordinator role in an 
effort to relieve some of the volunteer work. While we are doing a lot 
of things, I believe that we should keep a comfortable pace so that 
our activities are a joy and do not become a chore. And, of course, we 
cannot spend more than we take in. 

Our annual Pledge Drive will take place between 20 April and 04 
May.  Teams of two people will ask to visit all of our members in order 
that they may educate you on our draft budget for next year and on 
our proposed new 5-Year Plan for 2014 through 2019 … and answer 
any questions you may have. 

The importance of pledging is that it allows us to plan for the year 
and to approve a budget that is within our means.  We never want 
anyone to pledge or to give more than they can afford. However, we 
do ask that you give serious thought to what the UUFBC means to 
you.  Please have a think about this in the coming weeks. 

Unlike many religious organizations, we cannot offer you a “Get to 
Heaven Free” card or a “Get out of Hell Free” card. 

But what we can offer you is  ..... 



. . . . . .  by putting our hands together we can create an 
accepting community, create sanctuary, inspire open 
inquiry, celebrate joy and wonder, and work for social  
justice.  

Thank you, 

Jack Harvey Board President 

	  


